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Texas Packet Radio SocietyTexas Packet Radio Society

■■ TPRS BoothTPRS Booth

■■ TPRS Hospitality SuiteTPRS Hospitality Suite
•• Digital Thirst-AidDigital Thirst-Aid

•• 5 PM Marriott Rm 3065 PM Marriott Rm 306







AGENDAAGENDA

■■ What is APRS?What is APRS?

■■ How can it be used?How can it be used?

■■ Supported PlatformsSupported Platforms

■■ How to get itHow to get it

■■ How to get more infoHow to get more info

■■ DemonstrationsDemonstrations

■■ QuestionsQuestions



What is APRS?What is APRS?

■■ Unlike other Packet programsUnlike other Packet programs

■■ Reporting SystemReporting System

■■ Uses Unnumbered Information  (UI)Uses Unnumbered Information  (UI)

■■ Station/Position/Object ReportsStation/Position/Object Reports

■■ One-line MessagesOne-line Messages



What is APRSWhat is APRS

■■ Types of APRS StationsTypes of APRS Stations
•• Typical Home ConfigTypical Home Config

•• Mobile TrackersMobile Trackers
–– Full TrackerFull Tracker

–– Stand-alone TrackerStand-alone Tracker



How can APRS be used?How can APRS be used?
(Applications)(Applications)

■■ Public Service EventsPublic Service Events

■■ Space ApplicationsSpace Applications

■■ DX ClusterDX Cluster





How can APRS be used?How can APRS be used?
(Applications)(Applications)

■■ Weather Station ReportingWeather Station Reporting

■■ SKYWARNSKYWARN

■■ Stolen Vehicle LocatorStolen Vehicle Locator

■■ Direction FindingDirection Finding





How can APRS be used?How can APRS be used?

■■ FrequencyFrequency

■■ DigipeatersDigipeaters
•• RELAYRELAY

•• WIDEWIDE

■■ GatewaysGateways



How can APRS be used?How can APRS be used?

■■ TNCTNC

■■ GPSGPS



Supported PlatformsSupported Platforms

■■ DOSDOS

■■ MACMAC

■■ WINDOWS WINDOWS 



How to get APRSHow to get APRS

■■ InternetInternet
•• WWWWWW http://www.tapr.org/http://www.tapr.org/

•• FTPFTP ftp://ftp.tapr.org/tapr/SIG/ftp://ftp.tapr.org/tapr/SIG/
aprssigaprssig

■■ Landline BBSLandline BBS
•• Dallas Remote Imaging GroupDallas Remote Imaging Group   

(214) 492-7057(214) 492-7057

•• othersothers



How to get more infoHow to get more info

■■ Subscribe to APRSSIG mailserverSubscribe to APRSSIG mailserver
•• www.tapr.orgwww.tapr.org

■■ Get APRS and Get APRS and READ , READ, READREAD , READ, READ    
the DOC filesthe DOC files

■■ E-MailE-Mail
•• mheskett@startext.netmheskett@startext.net

•• WB5QLD @ WO5HWB5QLD @ WO5H



DemonstrationsDemonstrations

■■ Cowtown Marathon 1996 Lead and Cowtown Marathon 1996 Lead and 
Trail vehiclesTrail vehicles

■■ Direction FindingDirection Finding

■■ Others Others 



SummarySummary

■■ “Real” applications “Real” applications 

■■ FunFun

■■ More APRS stations neededMore APRS stations needed

■■ HF Gateway (1) needed for DFWHF Gateway (1) needed for DFW



QuestionsQuestions

■■       ?        ? 



Next SpeakerNext Speaker

■■ 9600 B9600 Baudaud
■■ Tom McDermottTom McDermott


